
THE APPLIED LEAF VASE 

By Ben Collectin 

The Applied Leaf Vase has always been one of the highly 
desirable production pieces made by Nelson McCoy Pottery.  
It is one of a 
relatively modest 
number of pieces 
that are actually 
two pieces of 
pottery with one 
being applied to 
the “main” piece 
and then refired.  
The photo above 
right shows the 
leaf piece from 
the inside of the 
vase. 

To the right is a close up of the applied leaf design 
which is the main focus of this article.   

This piece was first released for sale in 1955. It was offered in two 
main vase body color options; chartreuse or shrimp and with a 
white overdrip on both.   The leaves are a green color on both.  It 
was only sold for one year and was not in the 1956 catalog.  This 
helps explain why they are a little harder to find.   

The photos left are of a 
beautifully decorated example 
of this Vase with a dark base 
color and the leaf piece in an 
orange type glaze.  This was 
likely one of the prototype 
samples done.  We have 
included it here again for leaf 
design reference.  This special 
piece resides in a Society 
member’s collection in 
Delaware. 

A color version of this article 
will be on the Society web site. 



As many McCoy collectors 
know that have tried to 
obtain one of these 
wonderful Vases, the 
probability is high that 
even if the Vase body is in 
good condition, there will 
be some issue or issues 
with the applied leaf piece. 
The pieces examined for 
this article numbered over 
twelve examples.  With 
that number in mind, let’s 
look at the detail of these issues with a majority of 
those pieces.   

As we look at the leaf detail, please use the close up of the Vase on the first page and/or the 
prototype Vase on that same page.  They are the only examples in the group that are complete. 
The first one upper right is close to whole but the are circled has a small tip missing. 

The next one right 
has part of a lower 
stem gone.  These 
two stems are a 
common feature to 
have an issue. 

. 

Left, we have one with a 
significant loss of the upper right 
tip 



Right, we have an example 
that looks pretty good from 
afar but closer examination 
shows us four areas of 
damage. 

Left another example that 
looks pretty good from a 
distance but alas has three 
locations with an issue.

Right is the 
photo of the 
production 
Applied Leaf 
options as 
pictured in 
the HNH 
Book.  As 
you can see, 
both 
examples 
have issues. 



We did not scan the photo of the Applied Leaf Vase in the red colored Sanford McCoy Pottery 
reference book which is on page 245.  But again, if you check it out, the Vase pictured has 
some damage to the lower stem. 

In the photos above, we have an example Applied Leaf Vase with the second leaf missing!  So, 
we have two areas of issues as circled on the second photo.  However, interesting to not in the 
third photo that the entire right edge of the applied leaf piece is finished off.  Someone went 
the extra mile to make this one look like it was original!!   

In photos right we 
have again an applied 
lead piece that does 
not have the second 
leaf but instead, 
someone has added 
some acorns to the 
aesthetic of the leaf 
piece.  And a little 
sloppy in the 
application of the 
green glaze! 

In conclusion, the point is the McCoy Vase with Applied Leaf, when one is able to find one, is 
likely found with some form of minor issues with the Applied Leaf piece than not but then not 
to diminish the opportunity of adding of this wonderfully designed piece to a collection!


