
NON-PRODUCTION WALL POCKETS 
By Craig Nissen 

The first production wall pocket produced by the Nelson McCoy Pottery 
Company was released for sale in 1940.  See pix right.  

Throughout production of wall pockets there was an occasional new 
design that was taken to the next level of prototyping the piece for review.  
In this article, we will present each of those designs including examples of 
each in photos and any other related information available on a particular 
design.  A colored photos copy of this article will be dropped on web site. 

BLOSSOMTIME WALL POCKET (Design Variation)  

The production design used for the 
Blossomtime wall pocket is shown to 
the left.  It was released for sale in 
1947.    

The wall pocket right is a Cope 
Design prototype for the Blossomtime 
wall pocket that was never produced.  

The actual flower appears to be the same as the one used 
on the production piece.  To date, this is the only one 
known and resided in the Cope Gallery for many years.   

Left is the back of the wall 
pocket with the “McCoy” mark.   

_____________________________________________________________
WINDOW BOX WALL POCKET 

This Cope Design wall pocket is approximately 7” tall 
and 6” wide.   The delicate leaf design is wonderful.   
Note also the similarity in rib design to the Blossomtime 
wall pocket and same white glaze color.  This is the only 

example known to exist.    

Left is the back of the wall pocket 
showing the “McCoy” mark.   



A very interesting fact is the existence of the wall piece below with an attached arm that had a 
mounted socket for a bulb and shade.  This piece is marked Buckingham on the back.  It can 
be found in gray w/burgundy, yellow with brown and two tone green, all glaze colors used by 
McCoy at the time.  No documentation exists but one fact is 
certain that McCoy made these wall mounted lamps for 
Buckingham.  The likely, but not proven, scenario is that 
Mccoy had the prototype wall pocket sample and had decided 
to not produce it and they then offered this similar style design 
to Buckingham.  Right photo is wall lamp with original shade. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

FLOWER WALL POCKET 

Another Cope Design that was never 
produced.  Size is 6-1/8” tall and 5-
1/4” wide.   Shown are (2) examples 
with different color flowers, lavender 
left and blue on the right.  Carefully 
examine the detail, there is a very 
slight variation in design between 
them.  Base white glaze color the same 
as that used on the white 
Blossomtime wall pocket.  These are 
the only examples known to exist.    

Left is the back of the Flower wall pocket.  It has a totally 
plain surface that is completely glazed with the base white 
finish. 



Close up left of delicate flower 
design.  Likely why they did 
not produce this wall pocket 
in production. 

Right photo shows the bottom 
of the wall pocket with the 
McCoy mark.   

_____________________________________________________________ 

THREE LEAVES WALL POCKET 

Another wonderful Cope Design wall pocket. Size is about        
8-1/8” tall and 7” wide.   

Right is an example in a beautiful gloss green glaze.   

Below left; an example in matte brown tones. 

Below center; a soft green with a brown trim accent on the 
lines in the leaves.    

Below far right is the back of the wall pocket with no 
marks.  The center flat surface with mounting hole is 
unglazed. 

The green example right and the brown example resided 
in the Cope Gallery for many years.  The green with the brown trim lines was in the McCoy 
Family collection. 
These are the only examples of this wall pocket known to date. 



WOODPECKER WALL POCKET 

The Woodpecker wall pocket is another dynamic Cope Design. 
Size is 9” long and has a width of 6-1/2”.   Right is the original 
sketch of the Woodpecker wall pocket by Cope. 

There are only (2) of these wall pockets known to exist and 
they are decorated totally different. 

The example below came from Ty Kuhn’s collection, (Ty was in 
charge of the McCoy glaze department for years).  It sold at a 
Jeff Koehler auction in July, 2002 for $7150.   The tree trunk 
has mainly brown tones. 

                Below is the other beautiful example of this 
                wall pocket. Here the tree trunk is actually 
                more blue and white tones.   This example    
                was found by a collector in a shop many   
                years ago for $25, yes it was $25.00 but  
                probably state tax on top of that! 

Left is photo of the back of the wall pocket showing the 
“McCoy USA” mark in the center of the dry (No glaze) 
 lines. 



FLYING GEESE WALL POCKET 

The Flying Geese wall pocket is another Cope design. The 
size is  8-1/2” long and 6-1/4” wide.  The example pictured 
here is the only one known to exist. 

Right is the original sketch of 
the Woodpecker wall pocket by 
Cope. 

As with one of the Woodpecker wall pocket examples, this Flying 
Geese wall pocket also came from Ty Kuhn’s collection.  It sold at 
the same Jeff Koehler auction in July, 2002 for $9075.    

Right is the back of the wall pocket showing the “McCoy USA” 
mark. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

EARLY AMERICAN WALL POCKET 

The Early American wall pocket was a consideration for the 1967 Early American Line but it 
did not make the cut into production.  The wall pocket is 9” long by 5-3/4” wide.   

Left is an example of the Early American 
wall pocket with the Antique Crackle finish. 
There are two examples of this finish 
known.  One was in the McCoy Family 
Collection at one point and the other in a 
collection in North Dakota as of about 20 
years ago.   

Right is the back of the wall pocket showing 
the “McCoy USA” mark. 



To the right are two other examples 
of this wall pocket with different 
finishes.  The one on the left is a 
green finish with accents and the 
one on the right a gloss white with 
blue accents.   

Both of these pieces were in the 
McCoy family collection for many 
years and to date, are the only 
known examples to exist. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

What a truly exciting part of the history of Nelson McCoy Pottery reviewing the prototype wall 
pockets that were designed and prototyped in a mold but never made it into production. 

The majority seems to have been created in the late 1940s to early 1950s.  The Early American 
wall pocket would be the only exception to that statement being in the 1967-time frame.    

As to values, all of these examples, when available for sale on a very rare occasion, have sold 
in the four-figure area.  Some just barely and others deep into the 1000s level.   They are truly 
examples of whatever the collector at the time of sale is willing to pay!   

Good Luck in your hunting …  anything can surface anytime as most Nelson McCoy collectors 
already know! 

_____________________________________________________________ 


