
THE McCOY FRUIT WALL POCKETS 
By Craig Nissen 

The Fruit Wall Pockets as a small family within the large range of McCoy Wall Pockets 
produced, have always been very popular with most McCoy collectors. The family is made up 
of five different styles.  These include the Apple, Pear, Grapes, Bananas and the Orange. In 
early 1952, the first (4) of the (5) fruit wall pockets were introduced.  See catalog image below. 
The Orange was not released for sale until the following year, 1953.  All five of the wall pockets 
are the same size, just over 7” long and 6” wide. They were produced in just one production 
color offering described as “Natural Color”.  The fruit colored consistent with typical real fruit 
look and the back leaves pieces in a green glaze with a little brown at top non-leaf area. 

All of the fruit wall pockets also use the same back piece (leaves).  The back image above left is 
typical of any of the pieces.  The wall pockets have no mark; no “McCoy” or even “USA”.  If you 
look closely at the photo, there is a letter pressed into the back.  This letter identifies the 
worker that performed the work on a given box or skid of pieces as they were paid by the 
piece, (piecework), for certain jobs. Although not on every piece, these letters are commonly on 
the fruit wall pockets and do not really affect the value.   

All of the fruit wall pockets are actually (2) pieces of pottery together; the fruit/planter portion 
and the back portion with leaves design. The photo above right shows the rib in the center of 
the back piece that is there to guide the placement of the fruit portion into the correct 
alignment. 



The Grapes and Bananas wall pockets were only sold for about a year.  The Apple, Pear and 
Oranges pieces, were sold for 6-7 years.  They also were offered in some packaged assortments 
in addition to a single piece offering.  These facts help collectors understand why the Grapes 
and Bananas are not as commonly found and therefore can command a little better value.  
But they still made a lot of those also so they are not in a rare category.  

The Fruit Wall Pockets are a pretty sturdy piece.  If some post-production damage has 
occurred, most often it can be found as chips on the tips of the leaves. Because these pieces in 
production coloring are not rare, any damage significantly reduces value because they are 
certainly regularly available without damage.   
______________________ 

So, let’s take a look at the Fruit Wall Pockets individually.  
The first is the Apple wall pocket.   The catalog number is 
“WP6”.  The photo to the right is the typical look of a 
production Apple wall pocket.  In good condition, the value 
is in the $20-30 range.  You will see examples sell for less 
on eBay but that’s because the buyer also has to pay 
shipping charges. 

Stepping away from production configurations, there are 
several types of pieces that have surfaced over the years 
and are always in demand by collectors.  The first type is a 
variation to the back coloring of the piece.  In the three 
examples below, left to right, we have an olive back, a rust 
brown back and a little different brown tone.  These are 
very rare and are valued in the $200-300 range. 

To the right is an example with nice 
gold trim decoration on the leaves.  A 
closeup portion is shown so you can see 
the detail style. Value: $50-100 



Sometimes a fruit wall pocket can be found with a souvenir marking added.  The two examples 
below are both from New Orleans, La.  The 1st is a light etching into the surface, rather hard to 
see, while the 2nd is a marking added not under glaze so requires care.  Values on either would 
be in the $75-150 range.  Sometimes the marking can be a sticker, an example will be shown 
of a label on other fruit wall pockets in this article, and do not demand quite as much value as 
not as rare in style as these two examples.

Here we have an oddity, likely one-of-a-kind. What an 
employee likely did with this piece is took an apple 
with the natural color glaze done already and then 
dipped it in another glaze, maybe green, and then re-
fired the piece.  For those that like unusual, this one 
qualifies.  Value $75-125 



For those McCoy wall pocket collectors that might always be looking for an example with just 
something different to justify adding another to the growing wall collection, (the article author 
pleads guilty as charged on that one!), here are a few in that category. 

The first is simply an example that did not get the usual brown glaze added at the top.  The 2nd

is an example with very light green leaves glaze vs the standard.  Both of these style variations 
can be found on any of the Fruit wall pockets.  The last is an obvious second with the 
blemishes in the apple glazed surface but a fun piece for sure.  None of these examples really 
demand any increase in value related to the standard production piece but can provide some 
collecting fun maybe looking for one in the hunt! 

___________________________ 

The second Fruit wall pocket is the Pear.   The catalog number 
is “WP7”.  The photo is the typical look of a production Pear wall 
pocket.  In good condition, the value is similar to the Apple with 
the $20-30 range.   

Looking at non-production configurations with the variation to the 
back coloring of the piece.  In the three examples below, left to 
right, we have a rust brown back, an olive back and a little 
different green tone back.  These are rare and valued in a similar 
range to the Apple on these styles at $150-300 range. 



To the left is a gold trim example on the leaves.  
Again, a closeup portion is shown so you can see 
the detail style. Value: $50-100 

Phot right is an example on the left with a 
white base color Pear shown next to a standard 
color Pear wall pocket.  Very rare.  Value of 
white Pear wall pocket: $ 150-200.

The standard Pear wall pocket has the pear completely covered with a yellow glaze and then a 
little red/burgundy spot in the front area on the Pear. Again, from a collector viewpoint of an 
“excuse” to add to one’s wall pocket collection, there are with some regularity, variations of the 
amount of the burgundy glaze accent that is applied to the pear.  Pictured below, from L to R, 
are examples with no burgundy, a very modest burgundy spot, and then one which takes over 
the majority of the yellow pear surface.  None of these examples really demand any increase in 
value related to the standard production piece, but can help increase your wall pocket count!  

In the pictures at top of next page, you can see a production Pear Wall Pocket with a couple of 
the Pear-shaped pieces sitting in front.  The pear-shaped pieces have a non-production glaze 
color on them.  Note the photo of the back of one of those Pears.  First of all, you can see the 
little “notch” area which is what marries up for alignment with the rib shape on the back piece 
of the fruit wall pockets. Also, on the back is a formula likely for the color glaze on the piece.  
This back photo is of the lighter colored pear in the larger photo.  There is also a third photo 
showing a matte blue glazed pear.  All three of these pear pieces with non-production glazes 
have a formula on the back side.  Very rare.  Value $75-100 each. 



The Pear wall pocket is the only fruit wall pocket reproduced to date.  The original is over 7" 
long from top of stem to tip of the lowest leaf.  The reproduction is about 1/4" shorter.   

Very important to note that the original was not marked.  The good news is they put the 
"McCoy" mark on the back of the repro.  The back is a darker brown color and has gold trim 
highlights on leaves.  A few rare examples of the Pear wall pocket have surfaced w/ brown 
leaves as shown earlier but noticeably a different color tone. The presence of the "McCoy" 
mark, where there should not be one, is the best way to identify the piece as a repro. 

___________________________ 

The third Fruit wall pocket is the Grapes.   The catalog 
number is “WP8”.  The photo is the typical look of a 
production Grapes wall pocket.  In good condition, the value 
is in the $25-40 range. 



Variations to unusual back coloring on the Grapes wall pocket 
are really very rare.  The photo right is one of only (2) known 
examples to date of a grapes wall pocket with the brown leaves 
back.    

Because of the extreme rarity this may be in the $400-500 
range. 

Below are gold trim examples.  The first on the left with the closeup photo is the typical gold 
trim example from the period.  This is a little rarer than the gold trim examples of the Apple or 
Pear wall pockets.  The right example is a bit “over the top” with gold trim and likely done later 
in its’ life.  Value: $ 75 -125 each 

To the left is the standard wall 
pocket with the grapes portion 
done in a light green color. 
Collectors regularly call these the 
“white” grapes. This was not a 
production glaze color offering but 
is not truly rare.  Difficult to find 
might be more accurate.  One 
guess might be that McCoy 
Pottery made a single custom 
order in this color for a customer 
with this color.   
Value: $75-125.   

To the right is the same wall pocket with period gold trim.  Finding this green grapes wall 
pocket with golf trim is indeed very rare and the value reflects that:  $ 200-300 



Below are two other examples of non-production glaze colors on the grapes portion of the wall 
pocket.  The one on the left is called the “concord” grapes.  The photo right has a standard 
example on the left next to an example of the “red” grapes on the right. The concord color is 
probably in a mild rare category as a tougher find than the “White” green grapes but not as 
truly rare as the “red” glaze color.  There are only about a half dozen Red grapes examples 
known to exist.  These are all consistent with the original period. 
Values:  Concord:  $ 150-200    Red:  $ 250-350 

Right are two examples of non-
production glaze colors but then 
might also be a couple experiments 
that did not go so well. The first one 
is a standard grapes color glaze but 
then on a notable part of the left 
side is a red glaze.  The other 
example is a light purple or even 
lavender color but if inspected much 
closer, looks like a blend of glaze 
colors that did not mix well together.  
Values:  $50-100 each.   

The far-left Grapes wall pocket has a 
very, thin and light standard glaze 
color.  Value is not really any different 
than the common configuration but a 
nice variation to add to a collection.  
The other oddity is an example where 
the grapes portion was mounted 
noticeably off or far to the left of the 
correct positioning.  This is interesting 
given the significant alignment feature 
in the two components as shown 
previously for fruit wall pockets.   

Value might be a little higher given the unusual and fun aspect:  $40-60



This final example is just one of those many reasons why we collectors so love hunting McCoy 
Pottery.  The piece left is a standard configuration.  The one on the right is also but it has a 
slight irregularity that is easy to miss.  Note the grape that is being identified in the left 
closeup.  Now look at the closeup of the right piece with the pen tip in the same location……. 
the grape is missing!  Yet the surface is smooth and glazed right over. If you did not have an 
alternate example for comparison, most would likely never notice this subtle difference. And of 
course, we have an additional configuration to add on the wall! 
Value:  $30-50

___________________________ 

The fourth Fruit wall pocket is the Bananas.   The catalog 
number is “WP9”.  The photo is the typical look of a 
production Grapes wall pocket.  

 In good condition, the value is in the $30-50 range. 



The Bananas wall pocket can be found with 
either of the variations shown below of the 
brown glaze trim on the Bananas.  Left, 
with no brown trim on the top and right 
with brown trim at the top as well as on the 
bottom tips.  These variations are both 
commonly found and carry equal values.  

Left is a gold trim example.  This is notably rarer than the 
standard grapes color wall pocket with gold trim but not 
as rare are the gold trim “white” grapes.    

Value: $ 150-200  

The example right has a souvenir label added. This 
one is from Tennessee. Wall pocket value with this 
label would be in the $60-90 range.  

To date, a Bananas wall pocket has not been found with 
brown leaves.  If one surfaces, value would be at least 
$300-500. 

The Bananas wall pocket left is unusual.  This piece likely 
was in the kiln too long or was exposed to a temperature 
higher than normal.  Just an interesting piece for a 
collector and amazing that it found the way out of the 
factory!    
Value:  $40-60



The fifth and final Fruit wall pocket is the Orange.   The 
catalog number is “WP10”.  The photo is the typical look of a 
production Orange wall pocket. As stated earlier, the Orange 
was not released for sale until 1953 after the others all were 
released in 1952. However, some development of the “Orange” 
look is very likely the reason for the later release.

The Orange piece is actually 
completely glazed with a yellow 
color and the complete outer 
surface is covered with an Orange 
cold paint.  The challenge in 
collecting this wall pocket is to 
find one like that in the photo 

with the Orange paint completely still intact. As McCoy collectors 
know form many pieces decorated with cold paint, it is not 
durable and even a good cleaning of the surface can cause 
notable loss of the paint.   The value with paint in good condition 
is in the $40-60 range.   

To the left is a photo of an 
example with modest paint loss.  
It quickly changes the aesthetics 
of the piece.  The other photo is of 
an example with no orange cold 
paint applied.  This is frequently 
advertised as the way the Orange 
wall pocket was sold or is 
sometime called a lemon or 
grapefruit shape.  None of these 
are true.  Value of either example 
is $20-30.  

These photos and those on the top of the next page show 
two prototype examples of an attempt to make a glaze 
formula finish that would not require an additional cold 
paint operation.  This one shows a little more contrast in 
colors.  The other tested option shown is obviously a little 
subtler.  Of course, we know 
neither made it to production.  
So, these special pieces support 
the idea that McCoy tried to 
avoid the painting and these 
development efforts caused the 
delay to adding the Orange wall 
pocket to the family. That is not 
a known fact but likely a good 
guess. 
Value of these formula pieces: $300-500 each  



The example to the right is the typical yellow glazed orange piece 
but with a gloss under glaze outer orange color.  These are not 
common and fall into the “difficult to find” category.  Value 
about the same as a good paint quality standard production 
piece:  $ 40-60

e photos and those on the top of the next page show two 
prototype examples of an attempt to make a glaze formula finish 
that

To date, an Orange wall pocket has not been found with brown leaves.  
If one surfaces, value would be at least $300-500. 

In addition, no gold trim Orange wall pocket has ever been found.  However, the fact that with 
the cold paint applied, the gold trim could not be applied to the leaves and then re-fired. Note: 
most of the gold trimmed pieces of McCoy were done by a local company called Shafer.  They 
bought seconds from McCoy and other pottery companies, added the gold trim decoration, re-
fired the piece to make the gold trim durable, and then sold the pieces in their own catalog. 

The Florida market for souvenirs was a big seller for McCoy of the Orange wall pocket. The 
photos above are examples of souvenir labels applied by some of their customers. From left to 
right; Miami, Orlando, St. Petersburg and Miami.  Labels add $20-40 to values.



The examples above are also souvenir pieces and all from Miami, Florida.  The difference with 
these examples is they have a hand addition of the black detail you see denoting their city.  
This detail is not under glaze so can easily lose some of the black detail.  These souvenir style 
pieces are much rarer which likely makes sense that with hand decoration, a huge quantity 
was not done in the 1950s.  The somewhat simple example in the center photo would value at 
$90-110.  The other two examples with a lot of added black paint detail would value at $ 150-
200 each.  

The first photo right is an oddity 
example where the orange 
portion was mounted noticeably 
off to the left, similar to the 
grape’s oddity shown before.  The 
other photo is of the yellow 
glazed orange with a small area 
of gloss orange glaze just on the 
bottom.  We collectors thank the 
employee who “saved” this piece 
for us to enjoy later!  

Values:  Poor positioned Orange; $40-60 and the other piece $25-40

As noted earlier, the Pear wall pocket 
is the only Fruit wall pocket 
reproduced to date.  However, this 
example is simply a fun "chalk 
material piece" where someone used a 
McCoy Orange wall pocket as a 
pattern. No repro concerns here but 
one never knows what you may come 
across!  Leaves are painted green and 
the orange yellow, both over the chalk 
material.  Value:  $10-15

_______________________ 
.    
So be on the lookout for some of the special Fruit Wall Pockets!  And remember, if volume is 
one of your goals, you can now turn the 5-piece Fruit Wall Pocket collection into a 20-30 piece 
collection or more………. sounds good to me! 


